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Brussels, 22 January 2015
Nicola Gruevski,

Prime Minister

Republic of Macedonia

Dear Prime Minister 

The International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), the European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) and its affiliates the Association of Journalists of Macedonia (ZNM) and the Trade Union of Macedonian Journalists and Media Workers (SSNM) are deeply alarmed by the decision of the Macedonian Court to uphold the charges against national journalist Tomislav Kezarovski.

The investigative journalist at the daily Nova Makedonija, Tomislav Kezarovski, who has been in detention and under house arrest since 28 May 2013 for allegedly revealing the identity of a witness in a murder case, has been condemned to a two year prison sentence by this new ruling.

Despite the cut in the original sentence, this verdict still finds him guilty, which we strongly condemn. In our view Kezarovski is an innocent journalist who should never have been charged for doing his work. The court’s decision is shameful.

The IFJ and EFJ stand fully behind our affiliates in Macedonia who are organizing protests and solidarity actions for their colleague Kezarovski. 

“The only fair decision by the Court of Appeal in Skopje was to dismiss all charges. Instead of taking into account the rights of an innocent journalist who revealed abuse in the work of public institutions, it has decided to protect those who thought two years ago, that the imprisonment of a journalist in Macedonia could easily pass,” said Naser Selmani, ZNM President.
Tamara Chausidis, SSNM President, added that "Kezarovski took on himself the hardest mission to defend the integrity of Macedonian journalism. That is why the sentence for him is a sentence for all of us. Kezarovski is innocent and Macedonian journalism is innocent too. The only mistake he made was protecting a source and telling the truth".

By this official letter, both the IFJ and the EFJ want to publicly show their support to their affiliates in Macedonia in this demand. We therefore call on you first to uphold the democratic values and ensure that there be an independent review of his case, including the decision to charge him and his right to a fair trial. We are confident that such a procedure would conclude that Tomislav Kezarvoski was just doing his job as an investigative journalist and that all charges against him must be dropped.

Furthermore, we urge you to compensate him for the damages he has endured during the whole process.
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Yours sincerely,
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                            Jim Boumelha,                                                             Mogens Blicher Bjerregård,                                                                                 

                         President of the IFJ                                                                President of the EFJ 
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