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Dicar Seeretary Bemy!

Wie are deeply concemed by the recent arrests in Turkey of mensbers of the Turkish media. A
strong democrcy requires both tolerance and transparency in onder 1o thrive, bat this decision by the
Turkish govemment 1o intimidate, arrest, and smother voices opposed to the goverment is a thical 1o
the very densocratic principhes that Turkey claings to hold dear.

According to multiple pross reparts, Ekrem Dumanti, editor-in-chiel of Zaman, o highly
circulated daily newspaper in Turkey, and Hidayet Karaca, CEQ of Samanyolu Medin Group were
arreated on Degentber 14, 2014, on questionable charges bringing the total number of detained press
and media persanalitics to 29, These members of the media have tics 1o the Islambe scholar Fethullah
Giuben, 2 known critic of the Erdogan Administration. Unfortusately, Hidayet Kamsca is still in
dictenilbon awailing trial,

One year prior lo these arrcsts, allegations of cormuption wene levied at the Erdogan
pdministration. Subsoqucnily, seise 400 people (inclisding 120 stated Gulen supposters) were
mondtored on Twither and ultimately Turkish access 1o the social media was blocked. In addition to
Hevious attenapis o silence the opposition, these recent arrests have had a chilling effect on freedom,
demecracy, snd coonomic prosperity for all of Torkey,

As 0 resull, we strongly wrge you to reach out to Presidem Erdogan and his administration (o

encourage o peacefil and appropriste resolution to these cases. A free modia must be supperied and

1 foster an enviromment open 1o constructive political discussion asd to ensure froodom of
expression for all the Turkish poople.

A i strategic ally 1o the United States in the Middie Emst, and key nsemsber of NATO, we wish
to see the Trkizh government abandon this course of infimidation and embrace a froe press and
tolermnce of dissenting volees, It is our priority 1o encourage the Turkish government to fulfill the
respanaibilities and obligations o their own poople,

Sincerely,

Ralmon
Member of Congress
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