Ensuring the Future of Independent Journalism and Editorial
Media in Europe

The future of independent editorial media and journalism in Europe is at a critical juncture. The
dominance of primarily American Very Large Online Platforms (VLOPs), which now capture over
80% of digital advertising revenue, threatens the sustainability of the media sector. These
platforms increasingly exploit journalistic content through generative Al technologies without fair
remuneration, further eroding the economic viability of quality journalism.

Journalists face mounting internal and external challenges: growing news avoidance, political
and economic media capture, and deteriorating working conditions. A wave of research
suggests that high quality journalism not only remains effective amidst rising tides of
misinformation but that fact checking and journalism can effectively counter mis- and
disinformation as well. The EFJ has been advocating for many years for a healthy mix of
different funding streams including public funding at arms’ length for journalism as a public
good. Information about what the government is doing, and what it should be doing, is what
economists call a ‘“public good,” something which all benefit from—no one can be
excluded. It is precisely for this issue that the problem of ‘free-riding’ exists:
everyone would like others to provide the goods. Journalism provides this public
good, both in its investigative role, in uncovering information, and its role in disseminating
information. (see: Journalism for development: the role of journalism promoting democracy and
political accountability and sustainable development” by y Joseph Stiglitz, Anya Schiffrin, and
Dylan Groves (https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000389301)

As the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media rightly emphasises, there can be no
security without media freedom." Journalism is one of the most powerful tools in the fight
against disinformation, but to remain effective, it requires robust, targeted support.

A Structural Funding Gap at EU Level

Current EU funding for journalism primarily targets news media organisations without
guaranteeing benefits for journalists themselves, particularly in the areas of training, upskilling,
and resources. Funding must be conditional upon fair labour practices and journalistic integrity
and ethics as the EU should not give funding to irresponsible media organisations.

"“There is no security without media freedom”, OSCE (2022)



https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000389301
https://www.osce.org/representative-on-freedom-of-media/530254?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Public-sector skills funding disproportionately supports professionals in film production, leaving
journalists underserved. Furthermore, freelance journalists - often the most vulnerable - face
systemic barriers to accessing training and institutional support.

There is an urgent case for robust and secure funding to shore up Europe’s media landscape
and democratic resilience in an environment of increased threats to democracy, freedom of
expression, and media pluralism and media freedom globally. In Europe, the sector has also
been struggling financially for some time; exacerbated by the tracking ads industry favouring
Very Large Online Platforms and having led to an estimated 50-70 percent decrease in
advertising revenues.

The U.S. funding freeze impact on the EU media landscape has been severe. But what it has
revealed is the over reliance on US government funding for a myriad of activities to promote
democratic resilience, independent media and media pluralism across the EU, especially in
Central and Eastern Europe. The US government's Central Europe Program provided $35
million in grants for civil society, media, rule of law and civic engagement in Bulgaria, Czech
Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia.

To put it into perspective, the current Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) includes €1.42
billion for the media strand of the Creative Europe programme for 2021-2027. Meanwhile,
Russia_spent the same amount on media in 2021 alone. Research shows that 94 projects
focused on journalism received a total of €295.1 million in funding between 2018 and 2024, from
various EU funds and bodies, such as DG Connect and DG RTD.

This lack of structural support undermines the sustainability of journalism as a profession and
threatens the very foundation of public-interest reporting.

Recommendations for a Holistic EU Approach
To effectively support independent journalism, the EU must maintain and expand its holistic
strategy, focusing on six priority areas:

1. Effective Enforcement of Media Regulations
Ensure full implementation and enforcement of EMFA, DSA, DMA, and the Al Act. This
requires:
e Capacity-building for national regulatory authorities;
e Legal training and awareness-raising at national and local levels, especially for
journalists’ organisations;
e Continued support for the Media Pluralism Monitor, especially its extension under
EMFA.

2. Journalist Safety and Legal Support


https://trackingfreeads.eu/the-costs-of-tracking-ads/
https://rsf.org/en/usa-trump-s-foreign-aid-freeze-throws-journalism-around-world-chaos
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Systematically monitor and support journalists’ safety through:
e legal aid and training via initiatives such as the Media Freedom Rapid
Response;
e Funding under the DSA for online safety and disinformation;
e Funding under OSH frameworks for physical safety, especially in conflict zones.

3. Promoting Sustainable Media Models
Develop and disseminate best practices for sustainable journalism by:
e Supporting independent public service media and philanthropic models;
e Providing core funding to local and independent outlets beyond project-based
support.

4. Support for Digital Innovation and Start-Ups
Allocate targeted EU funds to:
e Local and cross-border investigative journalism;
e Digital start-ups led by journalists and media innovators.

5. Financial support for professional training and upskilling for journalists
Support professional development and training across the journalism sector, in line with
the Quality Jobs Roadmap introduced by Commissioner Vice President Minzatu. It
should ensure universal access for all journalists including freelancers, early-career
reporters, and underrepresented groups. What's needed:

e Professional training (e.g. digital tools, legal literacy, entrepreneurial skills,
leadership especially for female journalists );

e Ethical journalism and disinformation resilience (e.g. Al literacy, ethical
frameworks, self-regulation);

e Investigative journalism techniques (e.g. cross-border collaborations, secure
sourcing).

e Funding for fact-checking shall not be a standalone project. It shall be
encouraged as part of the news production processes and financial support shall
be given to journalists and media organisations; other initiatives should
encourage collaboration among fact-checkers, journalists and news media.

e Safety training (e.g. online/digital safety to counter increasing online harassment
and threats, physical safety, psychosocial-risk)

6. Ethical Journalism and the Fight Against Disinformation
Reinforce journalism ethics by:
e Expanding funding for fact-checking initiatives to include support for ethical
journalism and self-regulation;
e Continuing support for Media Councils, especially in light of EMFA Article 18.


https://www.mfrr.eu/
https://www.mfrr.eu/
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7. Capacity Building for Journalists’ Organisations
Strengthen the professional ecosystem for journalists by:

e Funding journalists’ organisations and social dialogue structures (i.e. through
SOCPL to support the social model principle;

e Ensuring decent working conditions, a prerequisite for safeguarding public
interest journalism through support for capacity building of both national and
European social partners like trade unions.

e Support both national and European structures to finance training for all
journalists (such as those set up by journalists’ organisations or independent third
parties, or joint initiatives set by social partners)

A Call for European Alternatives to Platform Dominance

Lastly, the EU must invest in and promote European alternatives to dominant digital platforms,
which are increasingly shaped by non-European commercial and political interests. These
platforms often conflict with democratic values and accountability. European-made digital
infrastructure—grounded in innovation and our shared regulatory and ethical standards—can
play a vital role in safeguarding democratic discourse, especially in times of social unrest and
foreign interference.

For more info please look here:

Stand up for journalism as a public good, Renate Schroeder (2024)

Media Freedom, Democracy and Security, OSCE (July 2024)

EU MEF Position Paper (EPD, ARTICLE 19, IPI, ECPMF, EFJ)

Global Forum for Media Development response to the “Next MFF - EU funding for
cross-border education, training and solidarity, youth, media, culture, and creative
sectors, values, and civil society”, to which we contributed.



https://cmpf.eui.eu/journalism-as-a-public-good/
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https://gfmd.info/
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