
 

EFJ Annual Meeting (AM)  
Ankara, Turkey / 18-19 June 2026  

Resolutions and statements 
 

On the future of EFJ and the future of journalism 
 

1.​ On the future of EFJ affiliates and youth 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee (Belgium) 

 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that the labor market of the future is shaped by those who dare to challenge 
the present. The same can be said of the future of journalism. 

As the European community of journalists, we must recognize that our strength and 
relevance depend on our ability to include the next generation of journalists. 

They are not merely “the future” - they are important agents of change to ensure that EFJ  
affiliates can be strong in the years to come. 

To ensure that these ambitions become a reality, the Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ 
Steering Committee to work on initiatives aimed at greater integration of young journalists 
and the concerns of this generation, drawing on the findings of the “Stand Up for 
Journalism” project (SUJ-2, October 2026-September 2028). 

Without claiming to be exhaustive, the initiatives to be promoted by the EFJ Steering 
Committee could include the following: 

-​ To establish an European “knowledge bank” (the SC shall facilitate that member 
unions and associations can actively share best practices and concrete experiences 
regarding youth recruitment and organisation); 

-​ to inspire a network-building model for young members of EFJ affiliates across 
Europe (networking); 

-​ to develop guidelines on how EFJ member organisations can open up their 
decision-making processes and ensure that young colleagues have genuine 
representation in governing bodies (action plan for influence); 

-​ to present and promote the outcomes of the SUJ-2 project and the initiatives 
undertaken during the 2027 Annual Meeting (monitoring and follow-up). 

 

2.​ On building bridges to the newsmakers of the future 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee (Belgium) 

 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that the media landscape is in flux, and EFJ-affiliates currently have members 
reporting the news on many different platforms, media and formats. 



 
A recent survey of EFJ Affiliates shows three different approaches to influencers and news 
creators: one-third of the members are opening the doors, one-third are waiting to see, and 
one-third is guarding the traditional professional boundaries. 

However, the EFJ must confront reality: news creators are already part of the news 
landscape for the population. We cannot ignore their role and the trend that people get 
their news more and more from personality-led content on social media and digital 
platforms such as YouTube, TikTok and Substack, and this means that the affiliates at the 
Annual Meeting need to discuss what to do. 

The affiliates can have very different approaches. 

On one hand, by opening up our community, we can contribute to their professional 
development and support them in becoming responsible news providers who operate under 
the same principles of press ethics as we do. The goal is not to dilute journalism, but to 
ensure that the news of the future — regardless of platform — is built on a foundation of 
credibility, source criticism, and accountability. 

On the other hand, affiliates can choose to guard the journalistic profession and insist on 
highlighting the difference between traditional journalism and news creators. This 
approach may be used to increase respect for traditional journalism, and could possibly, if 
not plausibly, lead to more people using news journalism. 

The Annual Meeting therefore instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to develop a European 
“Roadmap for Inclusion.” This should define clear criteria for how news creators can be 
admitted, if the affiliates wish to do so.  This includes that we do not dilute the profession 
but, on the contrary, export our ethical DNA to the new platforms. 

 

 

3.​ On breaking up with big tech, which is a threat to journalists 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee (Belgium) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that last August 2025, Amnesty International released a report, « Breaking 
up with Big Tech », which calls on governments to limit the power of tech giants to protect 
human rights. 

« In today’s digital age, a small group of technology giants – Alphabet (Google), Meta, 
Microsoft, Amazon, and Apple – wield extraordinary influence over the infrastructure, 
services, and norms that shape our online lives. These companies dominate key sectors of 
the internet: from search and social media to cloud computing, e-commerce, and mobile 
operating systems. While not all their market positions constitute illegal monopolies, their 
collective market power enables them to set the terms of digital engagement for billions of 
people worldwide. Their reach is so extensive that some experts have even likened them to 
utility providers. This concentration of power has profound implications for human rights, 
particularly the rights to privacy, non-discrimination, and access to information », says 
Amnesty International. 

https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2026/02/11/journalists-organisations-are-increasingly-engaging-with-news-creators-though-ethical-concerns-remain-high-new-efj-survey-finds/


 
« The next phase of Big Tech’s consolidation of power is unfolding through the rapid 
expansion of generative artificial intelligence (AI). In recent years this boom has captured 
the world’s attention. While the emergence of generative AI might have initially suggested 
an opportunity for new entrants to challenge Big Tech, the reality is that the same 
dominant actors – Microsoft, Google, Meta and Amazon – are exerting their control over 
this growing market and further embedding business models which are predicated on the 
abuse of human rights », underlines this report. 

Other platforms, such as X (formerly Twitter) have become weapons against journalism and 
journalists, toxic spaces where fake news and cyber-harassment proliferate. Many media 
outlets and journalists, as well as the FEJ, have already left X. It is time to start thinking 
about the impact of platforms on our profession. 

The Annual Meeting instructs the Steering Committee to take up this professional issue, in 
order to acquire and share the necessary knowledge with our members and to speak out 
strongly to defend the specificity of journalism and its necessity in democratic countries. 

If it considers it necessary, the steering committee will take the necessary measures to 
advise staff to leave the American platforms, in their daily use, and will work to promote 
good alternative practices among EFJ members. 

 
 

4.​ On trade union unity 
Tabled by SNJ, SNJ-CGT, FASAP-FO (France), TGS (Turkey), FNSI (Italy), PEPU 
(Greece) 
 

The EFJ Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in Ankara recalls that the EFJ is made up 
of journalists’ unions and associations across Europe and must act in accordance with its 
own constitution, as well as in its capacity as a regional group of the International 
Federation of Journalists. 

The EFJ was established to represent the interests of journalists’ unions and associations 
and their members in the professional, economic, social, cultural, legal and political spheres 
in Europe. The EFJ is an autonomous body within the meaning of the statutes of the 
European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC). It is officially accredited to the European 
Union as a social partner. 

The European Federation of Journalists has, among other aims: 

-​ the protection and strengthening of the rights and freedoms of all journalists and 
journalists’ trade unions or associations in Europe; 

-​ the promotion and defence of freedom of information, media freedom, as well as 
pluralism and the independence of journalism; 

-​ and the monitoring and improvement of professional standards and the promotion 
of high standards in terms of the quality of journalism, journalistic ethics and 
professional training. 

The Annual Meeting notes that the work of journalists and media workers is under 
particular attack from all sides (the encroachment of artificial intelligence, the dismantling 
of public broadcasting, attacks on the practice of journalism, gagging lawsuits, etc.) 



 
The AM reaffirms that the role of journalists and media workers is indispensable in any 
democracy worthy of the name. The EFJ must continue to support the journalists’ unions 
and associations that are its members. 

The AM notes that a motion in favour of an IFJ that is even more inclusive, even more 
united and even more supportive, capable of rising to global challenges, was passed 
unanimously at the IFJ World Congress held from 4 to 7 May 2026 in Paris. 

The AM notes that another motion, passed unanimously at the same IFJ World Congress in 
Paris, proposed that the Federation undertake a comprehensive review of its governance 
framework, with a focus on strengthening organisational transparency, the clarity of 
internal procedures and the overall inclusivity of representation. This motion specifies that 
it is preventive and forward-looking in nature, and should not be interpreted as a criticism 
of past decisions or actions. 

Consequently, the Annual Meeting instructs the Steering Committee to solemnly call on 
the journalists’ unions and associations in Europe that have decided to leave the IFJ to do 
everything in their power to rejoin the International Federation, by resuming constructive 
dialogue as soon as this annual assembly concludes, in order to restore global trade union 
unity in the face of current and future challenges. 

 

 

5.​ On the shift of platform regulation and Google AI Overview 
Tabled by FNSI (Italy) and DJV (Germany) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Given that:  

the introduction of "AI Overviews" and AI Mode has sparked a strong backlash against 
Google from newspapers and publishing associations, with formal complaints being filed 
with the European Commission;  

online newspapers are reporting a drastic decline in organic traffic (up to 40% fewer clicks, 
according to some estimates) and the visibility of sources;  

the AI-based system directly integrates responses into search results, reducing the visibility 
of original sources and jeopardizing pluralism and transparency;  

this leads to a structural reduction in online visibility, resulting in a loss of traffic and 
advertising revenue, posing a risk to the economic sustainability of the entire information 
ecosystem and journalism;  

this new function could violate several articles of the European Digital Services Act (DSA), 
regarding algorithmic transparency, non-discrimination of content providers, and protection 
of media plurality; 



 
Google AI Overview highlights the disastrous consequences of flawed platform regulation 
for years in the EU and demonstrates once again that platforms are not neutral and that 
they influence content;  

the idea of platform neutrality is no longer valid and therefore platforms and search 
engines should no longer enjoy privileged liability. 

The Annual Meeting commits the EFJ Steering Committee and EFJ affiliates to advocate for 
a stronger platform regulation, beginning by removing the platform liability privilege.   

 

 
On Journalism ethics and professional standards 
 

6.​ On labels, certification and self-regulation 
Tabled by SNJ-CGT, SNJ, FASAP-FO (France) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara points out that journalists are craftsmen of information. Their expertise, artistry 
and intuition cannot be measured against objective, standardised criteria. This is why the 
European Federation of Journalists, the main organisation representing the profession on 
the European continent, is wary of any attempt to certify journalistic production processes. 
The certification of journalism is illusory, even dangerous. 

Certification is a process of independently assessing the conformity of products, 
organisational methods or individuals, which makes perfect sense in the context of 
standardised industrial production. But it loses its justification when applied to a craft. One 
can certify the conformity of the production of tinned food. One cannot certify the 
intellectual and empirical process that leads to the creation of a news article or any other 
piece of journalism. 

Today, the certification scheme created by the NGO Reporters Without Borders, the 
‘Journalism Trust Initiative’ (JTI), claims to be a labelling solution. However, as the 
organisation itself acknowledges, it is not a matter of certifying journalistic content; rather, 
they certify a ‘process of producing’ information. 

Many trade union organisations that are members of the EFJ have already noted that some 
media outlets adhere to the JTI certification scheme whilst simultaneously cutting back on 
editorial resources needed to produce high-quality journalism, by publishing reports that 
are favourable to advertisers or the media outlet’s shareholders. 

As this scheme is fee-based, it effectively excludes many independent media outlets across 
Europe, which will not have the means to pay several hundred or several thousand euros a 
year to obtain this certification. 

As the proposed certification schemes currently stand, nothing will prevent a propaganda 
outlet from obtaining a compliance label, and nothing precludes the possibility that a 
serious media outlet might be unable to meet the criteria that would entitle it to the 
compliance label. 



 
The Annual Meeting considers it risky and misleading, and even dangerous, to attempt to 
categorise the media on the basis of so-called objective criteria. There is no such thing as 
‘good’ and ‘bad’ media. 

It emphasises that establishing so-called independent media certification schemes would 
give the enemies of press freedom free rein to censor or discredit in the public eye any 
media outlet that challenges the powers that be. 

It considers that the credibility and reliability of journalistic output can only be assessed on 
a case-by-case basis, through self-regulatory bodies comprising representatives of 
journalists, media owners and members of civil society: ‘press councils’ or ‘journalistic 
ethics councils’ empowered to assess compliance with ethical standards, within the specific 
context of each individual piece of work. 

It rejects the use of certification external to the profession as a criterion for accessing 
European aid and subsidies, such as the EU Agora programme, amongst others. 

It warns of the risks to pluralism posed by the potential future use of such labels by 
platforms and their algorithms. For media outlets that cannot afford to obtain such 
certification, this will amount to a double blow: being rendered invisible on platforms and 
social media, as well as the loss of associated advertising revenue.  

The EFJ Annual Meeting mandates the Steering Committee to conduct an information 
campaign, both amongst its members and externally with the authorities of Member 
States, in order to reaffirm the Federation’s positions on this matter: 

-​ the EFJ supports absolute transparency regarding the identity of media owners and 
their funding, whether from public or private sources. However, our Federation does 
not in any way believe it is possible to categorically apply a ‘credibility’ label to one 
media outlet or a ‘distrust’ label to another. 

-​ the EFJ advocates the participation of trade unions and associations representing 
journalists in self-regulatory bodies ‘from the outset’, enabling the definition of 
media and journalism, particularly with regard to the reporting requirements for very 
large platforms, as provided for by the EMFA. 

-​ the EFJ advocates for support for professional journalism, decent working 
conditions for journalists, the promotion of journalistic self-regulation and 
professional ethics, media literacy for all, regulation of the disinformation market on 
social media, and greater transparency from those in power. 

For EFJ member organisations, the real democratic challenge is to ensure, through concrete 
action, the viability of a professional, pluralistic and independent media ecosystem within a 
more transparent society. 

 
 

7.​ On the implementation of the EU Anti-SLAPP Directive 
Tabled by by Deutsche Journalistinnen- und Journalisten-Union (dju) in ver.di 
(Germany), and DJV (Germany) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara noting  



 
-​ that many countries in the EU who are implementing the EU Anti-SLAPP-Directive 

into their national legislations are drafting laws that only concern cross-border 
cases, whereas 91.5 percent of SLAPP cases are domestic; 

-​ that many of these laws provide defendants who have only limited financial means 
with a rather weak protection against financially powerful Plaintiffs; 

-​ that across Europe the national implementation of the Anti-SLAPP Directive will 
therefore be rendered a “toothless tiger”; 

-​ that most SLAPPS are aimed directly at media outlets or individual journalists and 
therefore at the freedom of press. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to lobby the implementing 
governments and the appropriate institutions of the EU to strengthen the aims of the 
directive by incorporating domestic cases in the national laws, in line with the European 
Commission Recommendation on the anti-SLAPP directive, and to implement effective 
sanctions against Plaintiffs, who misuse the legal system to avoid or suppress negative 
press. 

 

 

8.​ On the State arbitrariness in Cyprus and the undermining of journalistic 
autonomy during the Cypriot Presidency of the Council of the EU 
Tabled by UCG (Cyprus) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara expresses its deep concern and categorical opposition to the unilateral actions of 
the Cypriot authorities to downgrade the recognition of the press card issued by the Union 
of Cyprus Journalists (UCJ) and to impose a government-controlled accreditation system 
through the Press and Information Office (PIO) within the framework of the Cypriot 
Presidency of the EU. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting points out that: 

-​ European standards are violated: this decision directly contravenes 
Recommendation 2016/4 (Article 14) of the Council of Europe, signed by the Cypriot 
government, as well as the spirit of the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA). 

-​ International Recognition is Threatened: the invalidation of UCJ’s professional ID 
also invalidates the International Press Card (IPC), which is recognized worldwide, 
thereby isolating Cypriot journalists and downgrading their status. 

-​ Professional Self-Regulation is Undermined: in any democratic society, the 
certification of journalists must remain in the hands of professional unions and not 
the executive power. The state has no legitimacy to decide who is a journalist. 

Consequently, the EFJ Annual Meeting instructs the Steering Committee: 

1.​ To fully and unconditionally support the actions of the Union of Cyprus Journalists 
(UCJ) for the defense of its professional autonomy. 

2.​ To call upon the government of the Republic of Cyprus to immediately revoke its 
decision and accept the UCJ press card as a valid credential document. 



 
3.​ To proceed, in cooperation with UCJ, with an official complaint on this matter to the 

new European Board for Media Services (EBMS), the European Commission, and the 
Council of Europe (via the Platform for the Protection of Journalism). 

Press freedom and the independence of journalists from state control constitute 
non-negotiable foundations of European democracy. 

 
 

9.​ On foreign journalists access to Gaza 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee (Belgium), in coordination with PJS European 
Branch 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Recalling the fundamental principles of press freedom, freedom of expression, and the 
public’s right to independent information; 

Condemning the continued denial of free and independent access for international 
journalists into Gaza, while Palestinian journalists continue to work under extreme danger, 
targeting, displacement, and siege; 

Noting the initiative of the EFJ, IFJ, PJS, CPJ, together with 62 Members of the European 
Parliament calling on the European Commission and EU institutions to pressure Israel to 
grant independent access for foreign journalists into Gaza, stressing that “Independent 
access is an internationally-accepted principle of war reporting” and warning against the 
dangerous precedent created by banning free press access to conflict zones; 

Recognising that preventing international media access undermines accountability, 
transparency, journalists’ safety, and the right of the public to know the reality of war; 

The Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee: 

1.​ to support the initiatives from the Palestinian Journalists’ Syndicate (PJS), the 
International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), parliamentarians, media organisations, 
and civil society partners demanding free, independent, and safe access to Gaza for 
journalists; 

2.​ to coordinate with Members of the European Parliament, European governments, 
the European Commission, human rights committees, and international institutions 
to ensure political and diplomatic support for these initiatives; 

3.​ to take part in an European-wide campaign defending the right of journalists to 
access Gaza freely and safely, as part of the broader defence of press freedom and 
the public’s right to information; 

4.​ to continue advocating for the protection of Palestinian journalists and for 
accountability for crimes committed against media workers in Gaza. 

 
 

 



 
 
On Turkey 
 

10.​On the escalating use of “disinformation law” in Turkey 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee (Belgium) 

 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that under President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, in Turkey, charges such as 
“disinformation”, “insulting the President” and “denigrating state institutions” are regularly 
instrumentalised to repress journalism and imprison media professionals. 

On 28 April 2026, the EFJ joined the IFJ and 23 partner organisations in strongly 
condemning the intensifying use of Article 217/A of the Turkish Penal Code — widely known 
as the “disinformation law” — to arrest, detain, and prosecute journalists. The EFJ called on 
the government to repeal the provision immediately and release all journalists imprisoned 
under it. 

Members of the Turkish Grand National Assembly Engin Altay, Özgür Özel, and Engin Özkoç, 
along with 132 other lawmakers, filed a petition with the Constitutional Court seeking the 
annulment of the TCK 217/A regulation. However, the Constitutional Court ruled by a 
majority vote that the regulation did not violate the Constitution and decided to reject the 
petition. 

Although the spokespersons of the ruling party, which proposed the amendment, stated at 
the time that it did not target journalists, journalists were proven right in labeling this 
provision the “Censorship Law.” 

Since the provision entered into force, it has been observed that journalistic activities have 
been directly subject to criminal investigations. When the charges brought against 
journalists, the investigations launched, the detention procedures, arrests, and other 
judicial control measures over the past year are evaluated together, it is clear that Article 
217/A of the Turkish Penal Code has had a restrictive and deterrent effect, particularly on 
news reporting, criticism, and commentary activities.  

Indeed, according to data available to us as of October 2022, a total of 110 investigations 
have been initiated against at least 88 journalists under Article 217/A of the TCK. 

Investigations conducted under Article 217/A of the Turkish Penal Code have created an 
environment of intense pressure on journalists and made the practice of their profession 
more difficult. Reporting on developments of public interest, writing opinion pieces, or 
offering critical commentary has come to be viewed alongside the risk of investigation, 
detention, or arrest. 

The scope and duration of the judicial control measures applied during this process are also 
noteworthy. Measures such as house arrest, the obligation to sign in at law enforcement 
units at specific intervals, and travel bans not only impose restrictions on the right to 
personal liberty and security but also directly limit journalists’ ability to follow news, 
conduct fieldwork, and engage in professional communication activities. 

https://fom.coe.int/en/alerte/detail/107641405
https://fom.coe.int/en/alerte/detail/107641405
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2026/04/28/turkey-international-organisations-condemn-escalating-use-of-disinformation-law-against-journalists-and-call-for-its-repeal/
https://europeanjournalists.org/blog/2026/04/28/turkey-international-organisations-condemn-escalating-use-of-disinformation-law-against-journalists-and-call-for-its-repeal/


 
In the past year, out of 67 detentions targeting journalists, 20 were based on charges under 
Article 217/A of the Turkish Penal Code. In 20 of these detentions, only three journalists 
were released after giving their statements. While two journalists were ordered to be 
detained, 15 journalists were subject to various judicial control measures. 

The Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to call on Turkish authorities to 
immediately and unconditionally: 

-​ release all journalists arrested under Article 217/A; 
-​ drop all pending charges against journalists arising from their reporting or 

commentary; 
-​ repeal Article 217/A in its entirety; 
-​ and bring all legislation regulating freedom of expression into conformity with 

Turkey’s international obligations. 

 

 

11.​On the escalation of attacks against press and freedom of expression in Türkiye 
Tabled by GCD (Turkey) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that In recent months, attacks on press and freedom of expression in Türkiye 
have intensified significantly, reflecting a systematic and alarming escalation rather than 
isolated incidents. Members of the Association of Journalists (GCD), including Alican Uludağ 
and İsmail Arı, are currently imprisoned, while another member, Merdan Yanardağ, has 
remained in detention since December.  

In a deeply concerning development, the television channel TELE1 — despite not being 
legally owned by Yanardağ — has been placed under the control of the Savings Deposit 
Insurance Fund (TMSF), raising serious concerns about arbitrary state intervention in media 
ownership and editorial independence.  

Judicial pressure has further expanded with prison sentences recently handed down to 
journalists such as Zafer Arapkirli and Timur Soykan.  

These cases are not exceptional but part of a broader pattern in which journalists are 
increasingly prosecuted under the so-called Disinformation and Censorship Law. Rather 
than functioning as a mechanism to combat false information, this law has effectively 
become a tool to suppress critical journalism, where reporting is penalized not on the basis 
of factual inaccuracy but on the grounds of being politically inconvenient within the current 
political climate.  

This trend is reinforced by a wider environment of repression that has deepened 
throughout 2025 and continues into 2026, characterized by investigations, detentions, and 
prosecutions targeting journalists particularly for reporting on controversial issues and 
public protests. The cumulative effect of these developments is the normalization of 
judicial harassment, the erosion of media independence, and the creation of a pervasive 
climate of fear that severely undermines both journalistic freedom and the public’s right to 
access independent and critical information. Such practices are incompatible with 

https://fom.coe.int/en/alerte/detail/107641405


 
democratic principles and international standards on freedom of expression and require 
urgent attention and response from the international community. 

Therefore, the Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to continue to put 
pressure on the Turkish authorities in order to promote the recognition of the rule of law, 
the equal application of laws to all, the protection of constitutionally guaranteed freedom 
of expression and media freedom, as well as the safeguarding of property rights in the 
media sector, and to express its solidarity with journalists in Türkiye on these matters. 

 

 

12.​On the obstacles to the unionisation of media workers in Turkey 
Tabled by TGS (Turkey) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, notes that the pressure on journalists and journalism in Turkey is not limited to the 
realm of freedom of expression and the press. The freedom of media workers to organize 
into unions is also under threat. Although Turkey is a signatory to ILO Core Conventions 
Nos. 87 and 98, numerous obstacles remain in the way of workers’ right to organize. 

The dismissal of workers engaged in organising activities or simply for being union 
members, and the requirement that membership be conducted exclusively through a digital 
system known as E -Devlet — a digital system organized by the state — and the failure to 
enact legal regulations that would allow freelance journalists to join unions, as well as the 
employer’s ability to legally challenge the union’s authority without providing a valid reason, 
are among the primary obstacles. Within this context, state policies and practices also 
demonstrate a stance that favors the employer rather than the worker. 

The Journalists’ Union of Turkey (TGS) has been fighting ongoing authorisation lawsuits — 
at Hürriyet since November 2019 and at Halk TV since June 2021 — despite having secured 
the legal majority required to obtain an authorization certificate. These two cases are 
concrete examples of journalists in Turkey being unable to exercise their freedom of 
association. At both workplaces, hundreds of media workers have been unable to benefit 
from the rights and protections that a potential collective bargaining agreement would 
provide for years, as the authorisation process has been suspended due to the ongoing 
lawsuits. 

The Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to demand that the Ministry of 
Labor and Social Security immediately enact legal regulations to remove the obstacles to 
union organisation and that anti-unionism be removed from state policy. 

 
 

13.​On the detention of journalists reporting on Incirlik Air Base  and the risks faced 
by conflict journalism in Türkiye 
Tabled by GCD (Turkey) 
 



 
The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara considers that the recent detention of journalists, including the Secretary General of 
the Association of Journalists (GCD), Kenan Şener, following their reporting on Incirlik Air 
Base, constitutes a deeply troubling example of the growing risks faced by journalists 
covering issues related to security, defense, and war around Türkiye.  

Within the scope of the same investigation, Mehlika Bilen, General Manager of Koza TV 
based in Adana, and reporter Sergen Ölçer, as well as the owner of the residence where 
filming took place, were also detained. While Şener and four others were released, they 
were subjected to judicial control measures, including a ban on leaving the country and the 
obligation to report to a police station once a week. Although these measures fall short of 
pre-trial detention, they represent a continuing form of pressure that restricts journalists’ 
professional and personal freedoms. The detention of journalists in connection with 
reporting on a matter of clear public interest reflects an increasingly restrictive 
environment.  

This development signals a dangerous expansion of pressure on war journalism, a field that 
is essential for public accountability, particularly in contexts involving international military 
cooperation and regional instability. The criminalization of such reporting contributes to a 
broader chilling effect, discouraging journalists from investigating matters of national and 
international significance and thereby limiting the public’s right to access critical 
information. When journalists are subjected to detention, travel bans, and ongoing judicial 
supervision for covering issues related to war or security policies, the boundary between 
national security concerns and suppression of press freedom becomes dangerously blurred. 
This case must therefore be understood not in isolation but as part of a wider pattern in 
which legal and administrative tools are used to intimidate journalists and restrict coverage 
of politically sensitive topics. 

Immediate attention from international institutions is required to ensure that journalists 
can carry out their professional duties without fear of detention, intimidation, or ongoing 
judicial restrictions. The wars taking place in Ukraine to the north and in Iran to the south 
are unfolding in Türkiye’s immediate geopolitical environment, and the monitoring of these 
conflicts is directly linked to the public’s right to access information.  

Therefore, the Annual Meeting calls on the EFJ Steering Committee to take any action able 
to promote a media environment in Türkiye that establishes a balance between press and 
freedom of expression and national interests, while not imposing limitations on the public’s 
constitutionally guaranteed right to receive information. 

 
 

14.​On visa restrictions faced by Turkish journalists and their impact on press 
freedom and professional competition 
Tabled by GCD (Turkey) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara notes that in recent years, and with increasing intensity in the past period, Turkish 
journalists have been facing serious and systematic obstacles in obtaining visas, particularly 



 
from European countries, creating a growing crisis that directly affects their ability to 
perform their professional duties and participate in international journalism.  

These restrictions not only hinder journalists’ mobility but also disrupt news production 
processes, limiting their ability to conduct on-the-ground reporting, attend international 
events, and access sources, thereby placing them at a significant disadvantage in global 
professional competition.  

The problem has reached a critical level that the restrictions are no longer isolated 
bureaucratic issues but part of a broader pattern that risks normalizing the obstruction of 
journalistic activity across borders. As a result, Turkish journalists are increasingly excluded 
from international networks, collaborative reporting initiatives, and professional 
development opportunities, which undermines both the diversity and quality of global 
journalism. This situation constitutes a structural barrier to the free flow of information 
and weakens the principle of equal access to journalistic practice at the international level. 
The cumulative impact of these restrictions is not only professional but also democratic, as 
it limits the capacity of journalists to inform the public accurately and comprehensively on 
international developments. 

Therefore, the Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to call on all countries 
to ensure that journalists are provided with the necessary facilitation and access to visas 
and mobility mechanisms required to carry out their professional duties, and to uphold the 
fundamental principle that journalism must not be hindered by administrative or political 
barriers. The Annual Meeting also calls on the Steering Committee to continue providing 
the necessary support to journalists who request it, by issuing letters of support to assist 
them in obtaining their visas. 

 
 
On Public Service Media 
 

15.​On the continuation of the Greek-language service of Deutsche Welle 
Tabled by JUADN, PEPU, PFJU, ESIEMTH (Greece), ESK (Cyprus), dju in ver.di and DJV 
(Germany) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

noting: 

a) the decision announced on 18 February 2026, according to which Deutsche Welle, 
Germany’s international public broadcaster, declared the impending termination of its 
Greek-language service as of 1 January 2027, citing budgetary constraints, after the DW 
Broadcasting Council approved a cost-cutting plan of €20 million; 

b) the historic value of the service, which for decades has provided accurate and reliable 
information to audiences in Greece and Cyprus, as well as its contribution to strengthening 
the dialogue and communication between German-speaking and Greek-speaking 
audiences; 



 
c) the fact that Greek is the only one of DW’s 32 language services to be terminated, while 
budget cuts are also being planned for Spanish, Arabic, and Portuguese programmes; 

We express our deep concern about the future of the historic Greek-language service of 
Deutsche Welle, as well as the potential consequences of its closure towards reliable 
information, intercultural understanding and media pluralism, a cornerstone of democratic 
thinking. 

At a time of growing disinformation and increasing challenges to democratic institutions, 
the continuation of Deutsche Welle’s Greek-language service is deemed a necessary 
investment in independent journalism, the free circulation of ideas, and Europe’s 
democratic cohesion, particularly considering the rise of the far right, wars, and global 
instability. 

Meeting in Ankara on 18 and 19 June, the Annual Meeting of the European Federation of 
Journalists calls upon the EFJ Steering Committee: 

●​ a) to take action aimed at suspending Deutsche Welle’s decision, which we believe is 
solely targeting the Greek-speaking audience, by intervening to protect media 
pluralism and ensuring the continuation of DW’s Greek-language service; 

●​ b) and to express its solidarity with the employees of the service, who will be the 
first to suffer the consequences of this decision, with over 200 full-time positions 
facing abolition. 

 
 

16.​On the impact of the cuts at Deutsche Welle 
Tabled by Deutsche Journalistinnen- und Journalisten-Union (dju) in ver.di 
(Germany) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara noting: 

●​ that the German Radio service Deutsche Welle, broadcasting news in German and 
32 other languages, has to face severe budget cuts that endanger not only jobs, but 
important parts of the overall programme and that are made even more severe, 
because the original budget already had not taken into account the pay raises for 
Deutsche Welles personnel; 

●​ that, especially in countries with no or little press freedom, Deutsche Welle provides 
a source of – in their own words – “profound and reliable information” and is 
therefore of utmost importance to democratic forces in autocratic countries; 

●​ that the number of listeners to “Deutsche Welle” has been constantly rising in at 
least the last ten years and now stands at over 330 Million audience contacts per 
week; 

●​ that Deutsche Welle with the German language and programs about German 
politics and culture is an essential player in the field of European integration; 

●​ that autocratic and totalitarian regimes are banning Deutsche Welle from their 
airwaves and netspace and criminalize the institution and its journalists, which in 
Europe is the case in Russia, Belarus and Turkey and shows Deutsche Welle's 
importance in the fight for democracy around the world and in Europe; 



 
●​ and that the budget cuts by the German government threaten a considerable 

number of jobs and raise the workload of the remaining colleagues,  

The EFJ Annual Meeting instructs the Steering Committee to urge the German government 
to take back the cuts at Deutsche Welle and furthermore raise the budget by the cost of 
the raised wages. 

 

 

17.​On the continuing challenges facing Public Service Media in the European Union 
Tabled by Towarzystwo Dziennikarskie (The Society of Journalists) (Poland) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara reaffirms that functioning democracies need independent, impartial and 
trustworthy public service media (PSM). Indeed, the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) 
which came into force throughout the European Union in August 2025 was passed to 
ensure that member states support and protect these standards. 

Nevertheless, the treatment by many EU governments of public service media continues to 
fall short of the requirements outlined in EMFA which are needed if the public service media 
are to be a crucial part of the EU’s democracy shield. This includes providing adequate 
funding for PSM which is needed if they are to fulfil their mission. Member states must also 
adopt and adhere to  institutional mechanisms in EMFA which ensure PSM freedom from 
political control. 

A sign of great hope is the result of the recent election in Hungary. It brought to power an 
administration which has promised to reconstruct a PSM free of propaganda and 
independent of political control. But elsewhere, as for example in Lithuania, governments 
are seeking to curtail the independence of their PSM. A motion on the plight of PSM in 
Europe passed at our meeting last year in Budapest by SNJ, SNJ-CGT, and CFDT- 
Journalistes from France painted a dismal picture of the situation which does not appear to 
have improved over the past twelve months. 

In Poland the government has been dragging its feet in preparing laws implementing EMFA 
because it fears that the President Karol Nawrocki would veto any legislation passed by the 
current parliamentary majority whose policies he opposes. Were a draft law to be passed in 
coming months a subsequent presidential veto would leave in place makeshift, although 
legal, institutional arrangements brought in when the government came to power in 2023. 
These arrangements, de facto, placed management PSM appointments in the hands of the 
government. In addition, in Poland, as elsewhere, politicians are ever wary of criticism from 
the media and tend to be reticent about openly declaring their support for an independent 
journalism which would underpin the democratic system. 

This is happening even as it is becoming clear that current Russian propaganda is working 
to undermine social cohesion in Poland and elsewhere and has thus become a major 
security threat which can only be countered by independent and trustworthy PSM and other 
media. Ironically in Poland the government has so far failed to commit to providing 
adequate financial support for the country’s PSM even though its own advice to people in 



 
case of war is to “check news against trustworthy sources such as Polish Radio and Polish 
Television”. 

The threat from Russian propaganda is accompanied by the attitude to media freedom 
displayed by the current United States administration whose hostility to critical media is 
clear and is messaging its supporters in Europe that its favoured media model is that which 
supports the key tenets of the US government policies.  

The EFJ Annual Meeting thanks the EFJ Steering Committee and Staff for their  efforts to 
defend public broadcasting and calls on the Steering Committee and Staff as well as EFJ 
affiliates to closely  monitor the media freedom situation and redouble all our efforts to 
defend independent public broadcasting while working closely with other media freedom 
associations as well as the EU institutions, the Council of Europe and the European 
Broadcasting Union (EBU). The issue of a free public service media and media freedom in 
general must be elevated in the public consciousness to the status of one of the key issues 
facing Europe today. 

As our French colleagues stated last year: “Defending public broadcasting is a major 
democratic challenge. We urgently need to defend it while there is still time” 

 
 
On Journalists’ safety and war reporting 
 

18.​On the strategic role of local and frontline journalism in times of war 
Tabled by the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine (Ukraine), the Swedish Union 
of Journalists (Sweden), the Norwegian Union of Journalists (Norway), the Danish 
Union of Journalists (Denmark), the Union of Journalists in Finland (Finland), the 
Union of Icelandic Journalists (Iceland), and the Estonian Association of Journalists 
(Estonia) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara  

Recalling the Resolution “On the Strategic Role of Local Media During War and the 
Consequences of Sudden Termination of International Support”, adopted by the EFJ 
General Meeting in Budapest in 2025, which highlighted the essential role of independent 
local journalism during wartime and warned about the risks posed by sudden interruptions 
in international support; 

Recognising that local and frontline journalism plays a vital role in safeguarding democratic 
resilience, access to reliable information, community cohesion, and journalists’ ability to 
document the realities of war; 

Recognising further that, in wartime conditions, local and frontline journalism constitutes a 
form of critical democratic and information infrastructure, particularly in regions affected 
by military attacks, displacement, humanitarian crises, economic collapse, and severe 
disruption of public life; 



 
Noting that local and frontline media in Ukraine continue to operate under extraordinary 
wartime conditions, including shelling, drone attacks, destruction of infrastructure, 
prolonged blackouts, forced displacement, economic hardship, and direct threats to 
journalists’ safety; 

Recognising that in frontline and heavily affected regions of Ukraine, local journalists are 
often the only trusted and permanent source of verified information for communities, 
providing life-saving reporting, documenting war crimes, countering disinformation, 
facilitating communication with local authorities, and supporting community resilience; 

Recalling the conclusions of the Ukraine–Sweden Frontline Press Forum “Journalism as a 
Lifeline in Wartime”, held in April 2026, which highlighted the strategic role of local and 
frontline journalism and stressed the urgent need for sustained international support 
mechanisms for independent media operating in wartime conditions; 

Concerned that the continuing weakening of local and frontline media ecosystems — 
caused by economic collapse, destruction of infrastructure, declining advertising revenues, 
donor fatigue, and growing operational risks — may lead to dangerous information 
vacuums in regions most vulnerable to propaganda, manipulation, and disinformation; 

Recognising that preserving strong and independent local journalism during war 
contributes not only to national resilience but also to media freedom, democratic stability, 
and the public’s right to reliable information across Europe; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting therefore instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to: 

1. Recognise local and frontline journalism in wartime conditions as a form of critical 
democratic and information infrastructure essential to protecting communities’ access to 
reliable information during armed conflict; 

2. Develop, together with NUJU and interested EFJ affiliates, a framework for direct 
partnerships between European media organisations and local or frontline Ukrainian media 
aimed at strengthening professional resilience, editorial cooperation, and practical 
solidarity; 

3. Advocate for the inclusion of support to local and frontline journalism within European 
Union programmes on democratic resilience, civil protection, media freedom, and Ukraine 
recovery; 

4. Promote the findings of the Ukraine–Sweden Frontline Press Forum “Journalism as a 
Lifeline in Wartime” as a reference framework for European discussions on protecting 
journalism in conflict conditions; 

5. Encourage the development of targeted solidarity instruments supporting frontline 
media resilience, including emergency newsroom assistance, journalist safety measures, 
trauma support, and energy-independent reporting capacity; 

6. Facilitate exchanges of expertise among EFJ affiliates on protecting local journalism in 
conflict, crisis, and emergency situations, drawing on Ukrainian experience; 

7. Report back to the next EFJ Annual Meeting on progress made in supporting local and 
frontline journalism in wartime conditions. 

 



 
 

19.​On support to Journalist Solidarity Centers in Ukraine 
Tabled by the Swedish Union of Journalists (Sweden) and the National Union of 
Journalists of Ukraine (Ukraine) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Recognising the extraordinary challenges faced by Ukrainian journalists following Russia’s 
war against Ukraine; 

Noting that for more than four years Ukrainian journalists have continued to work under 
conditions of constant shelling, destruction of infrastructure, forced displacement and 
severe psychological pressure, often while risking their lives; 

Noting further that local and frontline media in many regions of Ukraine have lost offices, 
equipment, sources of income and the ability to operate safely, while continuing to inform 
communities despite daily security threats and extremely limited resources; 

Acknowledging the important role played by the network of Journalist Solidarity Centers, 
established by the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine with the support of the 
European Federation of Journalists (EFJ), International Federation of Journalists (IFJ), and 
UNESCO, as one of the key mechanisms for providing practical assistance to journalists 
during wartime; 

Recognising that since the beginning of the full-scale invasion, the Journalist Solidarity 
Centers have supported more than 9,000 Ukrainian and international journalists and media 
workers, becoming a vital professional and humanitarian support infrastructure for the 
media sector; 

Noting that the Journalist Solidarity Centers provide practical support through safe 
workspaces, access to electricity and internet during blackouts, protective equipment, 
emergency assistance following shelling and displacement, legal and psychological support, 
and professional networking opportunities; 

Recognising that the Journalist Solidarity Centers have proven effective in maintaining the 
continuity of independent media operations during wartime, strengthening democratic 
resilience, combating disinformation, and safeguarding the public’s right to reliable 
information; 

Alarmed that since March 2025 the network has lacked stable funding following the 
suspension of U.S. government assistance and reductions in UNESCO project funding, 
despite continued support mobilised through solidarity efforts by EFJ affiliates and 
European journalists’ organisations; 

Concerned that without sustainable international support, essential services provided by 
the Journalist Solidarity Centers — particularly in frontline regions — risk being reduced or 
discontinued despite the continuing urgent needs of journalists and media workers; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting expresses solidarity with Ukrainian journalists and instructs the 
EFJ Steering Committee to: 



 
1. Recognise the importance of supporting independent Ukrainian journalism and the 
infrastructure protecting journalists as a strategic contribution to freedom of expression, 
democracy, and media resilience across Europe in the context of Russia’s war against 
Ukraine; 

2. Advocate before European institutions, European governments, and international donors 
for long-term institutional support for Journalist Solidarity Centers, particularly in frontline 
regions of Ukraine; 

3. Support the establishment of sustainable funding mechanisms for the network of 
Journalist Solidarity Centers in Ukraine as a vital infrastructure safeguarding journalists and 
ensuring the continuity of independent media operations; 

4. Strengthen cooperation between EFJ affiliates and Journalist Solidarity Centers, 
including through partnerships, fundraising initiatives, equipment assistance, and 
professional exchange programmes; 

5. Support programmes providing emergency assistance, psychological support, safety 
training, and energy-independent infrastructure for Ukrainian journalists working under 
wartime conditions; 

6. Promote international recognition of Journalist Solidarity Centers as an effective model 
for protecting journalists and supporting independent media in armed conflict and 
humanitarian crises; 

7. Monitor the evolving needs and sustainability of Journalist Solidarity Centers and report 
to EFJ affiliates on opportunities for continued solidarity and support. 

 
 

20.​On the necessity of mandatory training and protection for journalists in war 
zones 
Tabled by the Journalists’ Union of Macedonia and Thrace (ESIEMTH) (Greece) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, considering that journalists covering armed conflicts perform a crucial role in 
informing the public and defending the truth, recognizing that their work is carried out 
under extremely dangerous conditions, with an increased risk of injury, psychological 
trauma, hostage-taking, or even loss of life, and emphasizing that freedom of the press and 
independent reporting constitute fundamental pillars of democracy and the protection of 
human rights, expresses the need for the immediate and substantial strengthening of the 
training and safety of journalists deployed to war zones and crisis areas. 

The Annual Meeting calls upon the Steering Committee to require all media organisations 
to ensure: 

1.​ The establishment of mandatory training and retraining every three years for all 
journalists assigned to cover war-related events, including subjects such as: 

●​ first aid, 
●​ crisis management, 
●​ risk assessment, 



 
●​ protection from gunfire and explosions, 
●​ digital security and data protection, 
●​ psychological support and trauma management. 

2.​ Psychological and medical support for correspondents before, during, and after their 
assignments. 

3.​ The guarantee that no journalist will be sent to a war zone without proper 
preparation and briefing regarding the associated risks. 

4.​ The obligation to provide appropriate protective equipment, such as bulletproof 
vests, helmets, and secure communication tools, by employers and the relevant 
authorities. 

The Annual Meeting further calls upon the competent bodies to: 

-​ Create international safety protocols and protection mechanisms for journalists in 
conflict zones, in cooperation with journalists’ unions and international 
organizations. 

The Annual Meeting calls upon journalists’ unions and organizations under the coordination 
of the European Federation of Journalists, to continue promoting training programs, 
solidarity initiatives, and international cooperation for the protection of media 
professionals. 

The safety of journalists is not a privilege; it is a necessary condition for free and reliable 
information. 

 
 

21.​On continued solidarity with Ukrainian journalists unlawfully detained by the 
Russian Federation 
Tabled by the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine (Ukraine) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Recalling the Resolution “On the Immediate Unconditional Release of Detained Ukrainian 
Journalists and Justice for Viktoriia Roshchyna”, adopted by the EFJ General Meeting in 
Budapest in 2025, as well as the resolution adopted at the EFJ Annual Meeting in Prishtina 
in 2024 calling for the immediate release of Ukrainian journalists unlawfully detained by the 
Russian Federation; 

Recognising that sustained international pressure remains one of the few effective 
mechanisms contributing to the release of unlawfully detained journalists, as 
demonstrated by the release of Ukrainian journalists Vladyslav Yesypenko and Dmytro 
Khyliuk; 

Alarmed that, according to verified data of the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine, at 
least 28 Ukrainian journalists and media workers remain unlawfully detained by the Russian 
Federation as of May 2026 following arbitrary detention, politically motivated persecution, 
fabricated criminal charges, or unlawful imprisonment in temporarily occupied territories of 
Ukraine; 



 
Deeply concerned that detained journalists continue to be subjected to torture, threats, 
inhuman treatment, denial of medical care, psychological pressure, and violations of 
fundamental human rights; 

Recognising that the Russian Federation systematically uses fabricated criminal 
prosecutions to remove journalists from the category of civilians protected under 
international humanitarian law; 

Concerned by the absence of any formal international mechanism capable of securing the 
release of civilian hostages unlawfully detained by the Russian Federation; 

Recognising the importance of sustained public attention, parliamentary engagement, and 
coordinated international advocacy in protecting unlawfully detained journalists and 
supporting their families; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting expresses solidarity with Ukrainian journalists unlawfully detained 
by the Russian Federation and instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to: 

1. Strengthen international advocacy efforts aimed at securing the release of unlawfully 
detained Ukrainian journalists through direct engagement with European Union 
institutions, the Council of Europe, the OSCE, UNESCO, relevant United Nations 
mechanisms, and national governments; 

2. Promote sustained international visibility of cases involving unlawfully detained 
Ukrainian journalists and media workers, including through EFJ communication channels 
and cooperation with partner organisations; 

3. Advocate for the inclusion of the issue of unlawfully detained Ukrainian journalists in 
international media freedom, human rights, parliamentary, and intergovernmental forums; 

4. Encourage EFJ member organisations to participate in coordinated solidarity initiatives, 
including letter-writing campaigns, public advocacy, and parliamentary engagement in 
support of unlawfully detained Ukrainian journalists, in coordination with the National 
Union of Journalists of Ukraine and relevant authorised institutions; 

5. Ensure systematic registration, updating, and follow-up of cases involving unlawfully 
detained Ukrainian journalists through the Council of Europe Platform for the Protection of 
Journalism and Safety of Journalists; 

6. Support and disseminate advocacy tools, including documentary testimonies, survivor 
accounts, and journalistic investigations aimed at raising awareness of the fate of 
unlawfully detained Ukrainian journalists and their families, including the documentary Free 
The Voices, produced by the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine with the support of 
the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP), based on testimonies of released 
journalists and family members of those still held in captivity; 

7. Work jointly with the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) and relevant regional 
partners to advocate for the development of an international mechanism aimed at securing 
the release of civilian hostages unlawfully detained by the Russian Federation and ensuring 
accountability for these violations. 

 



 
Annex: Ukrainian journalists and media workers unlawfully detained by the Russian 
Federation (verified NUJU data, May 2026): 

According to verified monitoring conducted by the National Union of Journalists of Ukraine 
and partner human rights organisations, at least 28 Ukrainian journalists and media 
workers remain unlawfully detained by the Russian Federation as of May 2026: 

Oleksii Bessarabov, Volodymyr Dudka, Dmytro Shtyblikov, Ernes Ametov, Marlen Asanov, 
Timur Ibragimov, Seyran Saliiev, Server Mustafaev, Ruslan Suleymanov, Rustem Sheikhaliev, 
Remzi Bekirov, Osman Arifmemetov, Amet Suleymanov, Asan Akhtemov, Serhii Tsyhipa, 
Iryna Danylovych, Yevhen Ilchenko, Vilen Temeryanov, Iryna Levchenko, Heorhii Levchenko, 
Anastasiia Hlukhovska, Vladyslav Hershon, Yana Suvorova, Oleksandr Malyshev, Maksym 
Rupchov, Rustem Osmanov, Aziz Azizov, Hennadii Osmak. 

 
 
On Freelance journalism 
 

22.​On the needed support to freelancers 
Tabled by the EFJ Steering Committee, together with FREG (Belgium) 

 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, takes into account the FREG annual report and notes the many threats facing 
freelancers and their vulnerability, particularly in economic terms. 

Media concentration has drastically reduced the number of employers, resulting in a 
relentless increase in job insecurity for journalists. 

The development of digital tools, and in particular artificial intelligence, also threatens the 
work of freelance journalists, who are highly exposed and less protected than staff 
journalists. 

The publication by the DG competition of guidelines enabling solo self-employed to access 
collective bargaining has had little effect. And the ability of journalists and media workers 
to negotiate their remuneration remains a key point for improving working conditions. 

The Annual Meeting therefore instructs the EFJ Steering Committee and the expert group 
dedicated to freelancers issues: 

-​ to assess, through the Declaration of the Rights of Freelance Journalists published 
in 2025, the effectiveness of the guidelines for access to collective bargaining; 

-​ to evaluate the situation of freelance journalists in each country, as well as their 
inclusion and cooperation with our affiliates; 

-​ to issue a call to EFJ affiliates who would be willing to set up a task force for 
freelancers, based on an informal network for the exchange of best practices 
between EFJ affiliates, and IFJ affiliates who would like to cooperate, with the 
support of the FREG; 

-​ to reinforce in cooperation within the creative sector our work on benefitting from 
the EU guidelines for collective bargaining for freelancers and solo-selfemployed 
workers. 



 
 

 

On Authors’ Rights 
 

23.​On fair compensation for publishers for the online use of their publications by 
online service providers 
Tabled by FNSI (Italy) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Given that: 

On May 12, 2026, the Court of Justice of the European Union upheld the appeal filed by the 
Italian Communications Regulatory Authority (AGCOM) and ruled that, pursuant to the 
European Copyright Directive (2019/790), Member States may provide that newspaper 
publishers are entitled to fair remuneration when they authorize online service providers to 
use their publications; 

the Court of Justice also ruled that the fee paid by digital platforms must be the financial 
compensation for online use authorization, without prejudice to the publisher's right to 
refuse authorization or to grant it free of charge; 

digital platforms operating in the European Union are required to negotiate with 
publishers, while also being required to provide the data necessary to calculate the fee, 
without being able to limit the visibility of the content during the negotiations; 

that individual states may entrust independent authorities with the definition of 
compensation criteria and the power to determine compensation in the event of 
disagreement and to apply sanctions in the event of violations; 

that this decision strengthens protections for publishers and rebalances the relationship 
with large platforms; 

considering that: 

the European Copyright Directive provides that a portion of the sums paid by digital 
platforms to publishers be allocated to journalists and other authors in the form of 
appropriate remuneration, 

The Annual Meeting commits the Steering Committee to continue its action, in agreement 
with the trade unions of individual countries, through European Union bodies to ensure full 
implementation of the Copyright Directive, recognizing fair and appropriate remuneration 
not only for publishing companies but also for journalistic and other authors’ work. 

 

 

On Italy 
 



 
24.​On the renewal of the journalistic employment contract in Italy 

Tabled by FNSI (Italy) 
 

The European Federation of Journalists (EFJ) Annual Meeting on 18th-19th June 2026 in 
Ankara, 

Given that: 

The National Federation of the Italian Press (NFIP – FNSI) has been in discussions with the 
Italian Federation of Newspaper Publishers (IFNP - FIEG) for many years regarding the 
renewal of the national labor contract for newspapers, national radio and television 
broadcasters, and press agencies, which expired 10 years ago; 

negotiations for the contract renewal are currently stalled due to the publishers' 
unwillingness to grant journalists pay increases in line with rising inflation; 

the NFIP's proposals to address issues crucial to the future of the profession and 
safeguarding jobs, such as the use of artificial intelligence, have been rejected by the 
publishers, who insist on tackling this issue without any consultation with the journalists' 
union; 

the publishers' unwillingness has forced the FNSI to organize a series of protests at the 
national and local levels and to call a three-day strike, which has attracted the participation 
of more than 90% of Italian journalists; 

other initiatives, including further strikes, will be organized by the NFIP in the coming 
weeks; 

The Annual Meeting commits the Steering Committee to express its support for the fight 
by the FNSI and Italian journalists for the renewal of the national labor contract, which 
represents the most important means of protecting journalistic work and recognizing 
fundamental rights, starting with the right to fair pay. 

 

 

Urgent resolutions 
 
 
 

25.​Defending regional and local press and combating news deserts in Europe 
Tabled by CFDT-Journalistes (France), SNJ (France), SNJ-CGT (France) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Noting the brutal acceleration of the crisis hitting the regional and local press across 
Europe, marked by historic budget cuts and massive waves of layoffs; 

Alarmed by the concrete situation in several member countries, and notably: 



 
In France: A job-preservation scheme (PSE) is currently underway at the Centre-France 
Group, which publishes, amongst others, the newspapers La Montagne and Le Berry 
républicain; 152 jobs are to be cut. The Ebra Group, which publishes the daily newspapers 
L’Est républicain, l’Alsace and Le Dauphiné Libéré, announced on Monday 15 June a 
voluntary redundancy scheme targeting 300 to 400 jobs. And Ouest-France, France’s 
leading French-language daily, is facing the need to make urgent cost-cutting measures. 

In Switzerland: The total abandonment of the printed local editions of the free newspaper 
20 minutes by TX Group has resulted in the elimination of 80 positions. Additionally, the 
mergers of the newspapers 24 Heures (Lausanne), La Tribune de Genève (Geneva), and Le 
Matin Dimanche (Lausanne) have affected 55 positions. 

In the United Kingdom: After cutting nearly 800 positions in 2023 during the closure of 
two of its printing plants, the Reach plc group (which publishes the Daily Mirror, the Daily 
Express, and the Manchester Evening News) reduced its workforce again in autumn 2025, 
cutting an additional 321 editorial positions, resulting in a final net loss of 186 jobs after 
the creation of 135 new roles. 

In Germany: The Funke Mediengruppe group has eliminated 70 sub-editor and page 
designer positions. It has centralized the entire production of its 12 regional daily 
newspapers into a single "virtual desk" in Essen, the group's headquarters. Medienholding 
Süd, which publishes the Stuttgarter Zeitung and Stuttgarter Nachrichten, announced the 
cutting of 15% of its editorial positions by 2027 (representing approximately 45 out of 300 
positions). 

In Cyprus: The Phileleftheros Group has reduced its field staff in Limassol, Paphos, and 
Larnaca, shifting operations from local bureaus to the central newsroom in Nicosia. 
Simultaneously, in the northern part of the island, economic and judicial pressures are 
targeting critical titles such as the dailies Avrupa or Yeni Düzen, threatening to eradicate all 
pluralism. 

Deploring that this programmed agony of field-based journalism accelerates the expansion 
of "news deserts" in Europe, leaving the field wide open to fake news, and "increasing 
reliance on social media while undermining civic engagement," as highlighted by the 
Jean-Jaurès Foundation; 

Recalling that local information is not a mere commodity, but a public good (EFJ General 
Meeting in June 2025 in Budapest) and a fundamental pillar of social cohesion and local 
democracy; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to: 

1.​ Call upon national governments to strictly condition public press subsidies on the 
maintenance of physical newsrooms on the ground and the preservation of 
professional journalists' employment; 

2.​ Provide the full support of the EFJ to affiliated trade unions in their struggles and 
the negotiation of their redundancy plans, reaffirming that professional journalists 
cannot be replaced by artificial intelligence; 

3.​ Launch a European awareness campaign on the theme: "No local democracy 
without local journalists." 

 



 
 

26. Withdrawal of Charges Against Journalist Joakim Medin 
Tabled by the Swedish Union of Journalists (SJF, Sweden) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Notes that this motion is submitted as an urgent motion because the case against Swedish 
journalist Joakim Medin has entered a critical new phase with implications that extend far 
beyond one individual journalist. 

A new hearing in the terrorism-related proceedings against Medin is scheduled to take 
place in Istanbul on 1 October 2026. There is a significant risk that the proceedings could 
result in measures that would severely restrict his ability to travel and work internationally 
as a journalist, including the possibility of an international arrest warrant. 

Recent political developments have further increased the urgency of this matter. In recent 
weeks, the prosecution of Joakim Medin has been raised directly with senior Turkish 
political leaders, highlighting both the continued international concern surrounding the 
case and the importance of sustained advocacy ahead of the hearing scheduled for 1 
October 2026. 

The urgency of this matter lies not only in the consequences for Joakim Medin personally, 
but also in the wider implications for press freedom. If a journalist can face international 
legal consequences based solely on reporting and journalistic activities, this risks creating a 
dangerous precedent for journalists throughout Europe and beyond. Such a development 
would have a chilling effect on independent reporting and on journalists covering politically 
sensitive issues worldwide. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting is taking place in Turkey while these proceedings remain active and 
at a decisive stage. It is therefore both timely and necessary for the European journalism 
community to express its position before the next hearing takes place. 

The Annual Meeting expresses its deep concern over the continued prosecution of Swedish 
journalist Joakim Medin. 

Medin was arrested upon arrival in Turkey in March 2025 while travelling to report on 
political developments in the country. He was detained for 51 days before being released 
and allowed to return to Sweden. Although he is no longer in detention, he continues to 
face terrorism-related accusations based on his journalistic work and reporting. 

The Annual Meeting considers these accusations to be unfounded and incompatible with 
the principles of press freedom and freedom of expression. Journalism, including critical 
and investigative reporting, must never be treated as a criminal offence. 

This case concerns not only Joakim Medin as an individual, but also the fundamental right 
of journalists to investigate, report and inform the public without fear of intimidation, 
detention, judicial harassment or criminal prosecution. The continued use of terrorism 
allegations against a journalist carrying out legitimate reporting sends a chilling message to 



 
journalists everywhere and risks encouraging the misuse of anti-terror legislation against 
independent journalism. 

It is particularly significant that the EFJ is meeting in Turkey while these proceedings 
continue. Press freedom cannot flourish where journalists face the threat of prosecution 
because of their professional work. Independent journalism is a cornerstone of democratic 
societies and must be protected at all times. 

The EFJ AM therefore instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to: 

●​ Express its full support and solidarity with Joakim Medin; 
●​ Condemn the continued prosecution of Joakim Medin and the use of 

terrorism-related accusations against a journalist carrying out legitimate journalistic 
work; 

●​ Call on the Turkish authorities to immediately withdraw all remaining charges 
against Joakim Medin; 

●​ Urge European institutions, national governments and international organisations 
to continue raising the case with the Turkish authorities and to take all appropriate 
measures in defence of press freedom; 

●​ Reaffirm that journalism is not a crime and that journalists must be able to work 
freely, independently and without fear of harassment, detention or prosecution. 

 

 

27. On the impact of Estonia’s Crisis Situation and National Defence Act on 
media freedom and freedom of expression 
Tabled by the Estonian Association of Journalists (EAL, Estonia) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Given that the Estonian Parliament adopted the Crisis Situation and National Defence Act 
on 2 June 2026, significantly restricting fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution, 
including freedom of the press and freedoms of expression and information. The Act was 
adopted without consulting the Estonian Association of Journalists or any other 
organisation representing journalists or media organisations during its drafting or 
parliamentary consideration. 

The Act grants overly broad powers to the executive branch that may undermine freedom 
of expression and media freedom during crises. At the same time, it uses vague concepts, 
particularly “informational influence activities”, without clearly distinguishing hostile 
foreign interference from legitimate journalism, political debate, public criticism or expert 
opinion. This legal ambiguity could create a chilling effect on independent reporting, and, 
more importantly, makes it impossible to foresee how individual officials authorised to 
implement crisis measures may interpret and apply these restrictions.  

The Act broadens the range of authorities empowered to impose restrictions on media 
outlets, including the possibility of prohibiting the publication of media content – 
effectively allowing the closure of media outlets for an undefined period. At the same time, 



 
the grounds for imposing such restrictions are formulated in broad and vague terms and 
are subject to insufficient independent oversight. Granting security agencies direct powers 
to restrict media activity increases the risk that security interests will disproportionately 
outweigh freedom of expression. 

The Act also lacks explicit safeguards for the protection of journalistic sources, despite the 
requirements of the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) and the importance of source 
confidentiality for democratic accountability. 

Finally, the Act broadens the scope for restricting access to information related to crisis 
management and national security without sufficiently precise legal criteria or effective 
prior judicial review, potentially reducing transparency and public scrutiny at precisely the 
time when independent journalism is most needed. 

While supporting Estonia’s crisis preparedness and national defence, the Estonian 
Association of Journalists has asked the President of the Republic to return the law to 
Parliament for further review to ensure full compliance with constitutional guarantees, 
media freedom standards and the European Media Freedom Act. 

Independent journalism is especially important in times of crisis. Its role is not only to relay 
official information, but also to question it, verify it and hold those in power accountable. 
Public trust is strengthened when the media remains independent and does not become 
part of the state's communication system. 

EFJ GM expresses its concern over provisions of Estonia’s Crisis Situation and National 
Defence Act that may undermine freedom of expression, media freedom and the public’s 
right to information during crises. 

Notes that the President of the Republic of Estonia promulgated the Act while expressing 
concerns about its possible impact on media freedom and freedom of expression, and 
urges the Estonian authorities to address these concerns without delay and to ensure that 
the implementation of the Act fully complies with the Estonian Constitution, the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA). 

Reminds the Estonian authorities that independent journalism becomes more, not less, 
important in times of crisis. Journalists must be able to scrutinise the actions of public 
authorities, protect confidential sources and provide citizens with reliable and independent 
information without fear of censorship, undue restrictions or pressure from state 
institutions. 

Stresses that crisis legislation must strengthen society’s resilience without weakening 
democratic oversight, and that any restrictions on media freedom must be exceptional, 
precisely defined, subject to independent oversight and limited to what is strictly necessary. 

Instructs the EFJ Steering Committee to call on the Estonian authorities to review the 
implementation of the Act together with journalists’ and media organisations and to 
introduce amendments where necessary to safeguard media freedom and freedom of 
expression. 

Expresses solidarity with EFJ affiliate in Estonia, EAL, and supports its efforts to safeguard 
media freedom, freedom of expression and democratic accountability in Estonia. 



 
 

28. On the situation of media trade unions in Poland 
Tabled by the Towarzystwo Dziennikarskie (Society of Journalists, Poland) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

notes the difficult situation of journalists in Poland where falling advertising revenues and 
growing costs are seeing publishers reach for staff layoffs to cut costs and maintain profit 
levels. The resulting cull of experienced staff is leading to a decline in the quality of media 
output while falling readership levels are threatening the future of the profession. 

Most recently a protest action by the Inicjatywa Pracownicza (IP, Workers’ Initiative) union 
branch at the Ringier Axel Springer Polska (RASP) publisher forced management to reduce 
the scale level of planned layoffs and increase redundancy payments. Similarly, earlier this 
year, a protest at the Solidarity trade union at Agora publishers won cuts in planned 
redundancies and achieved higher redundancy payments. Last year the IP chapter at Bauer’s 
Polish subsidiary won wage increases for employees by threatening strike action. 

Both in the case of RASP and Bauer the EFJ expressed its support as did the German union 
dju in ver.di in a display of solidarity with media unionists in Poland. The gesture 
strengthened the Polish unionists’ position in their negotiations with management. 

Poland’s trade union legislation foresees long drawn out negotiations and mediation 
procedures with the involvement of the government before a strike can be called. The law 
also requires a fifty per cent turnout of the entire work force (not just the trade union 
members)  in a ballot before a legal strike can be called. IP is currently preparing a campaign 
for changes in the law which would streamline these procedures and strengthen the hand 
of employees in future disputes. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting expresses its gratitude to the EFJ leadership for taking action in 
support of journalist trade unionists in Poland and to the DJU for its solidarity statements. 
The EFJ AM instructs the Steering Committee to continue to monitor the situation of 
media unions in Poland and to support protest action when the need arises.  

 

 

29. On the upcoming omnibus bill in Turkey 
Tabled by TGS (Turkey) and BASIN-SEN (Cyprus) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Notes that the draft text of the omnibus bill — which has long been rumored to be in the 
works and is referred to in public discourse as the 12th Judicial Package — was only made 
public yesterday (16 June). 



 
The draft proposes two separate amendments to the law governing the operations of the 
Press Advertising Agency. It appears that Article 35/A will be added to Law No. 195 on the 
Establishment of the Press Advertising Agency, following Article 35. 

Article 35 grants the Press Advertising Authority the authority to monitor whether 
publications are fulfilling their obligations regarding the placement of advertisements and 
promotions. The addition of this supplementary article means that online news sites’ ability 
to accept advertisements and promotions will be subject to stricter oversight by the Press 
Advertising Authority. 

Article 49 of the same law is also proposed to be amended. The current Article 49 serves as 
the legal basis for the Press Advertising Authority’s decisions to suspend advertisements 
and announcements, as well as for its criminal penalties. The proposed new version of this 
article — which is said to be amended due to a relevant decision by the Constitutional Court 
— contains certain issues. It changes the name of the “Press Ethics Principles” to “PRESS 
AND PUBLICATION PRINCIPLES,” and, so to speak, the government is rewriting its own 
Press Ethics Principles under the name “Press and Publication Principles.” 

A provision has been added to these principles that will increase the deterrent effect of 
Article 217/A of the Turkish Penal Code on press activities, force self-censorship, and 
constitute a serious violation of freedom of expression and freedom of the press: “News 
and commentary must reflect the truth. News stories whose accuracy may raise doubts and 
which can be investigated within the scope of journalistic capabilities may not be published 
without first being investigated and their accuracy and apparent truthfulness confirmed.” 

The amendment provides for the regulation of online news sites, in addition to newspapers 
and magazines, under the Press and Publication Principles, and for the extension of BİK 
sanctions (penalties involving the suspension of advertising and classified ads) to online 
news sites. It also proposes that these suspension penalties be increased on a graduated 
scale. 

This regulation, which serves as a continuation of the “Disinformation Law” and aims to 
silence journalists by further restricting press freedom, must be withdrawn before it is 
brought to the agenda of the Turkish Grand National Assembly. The EFJ AM instructs the 
Steering Committee to call on the Turkish authorities to withdraw this regulation. 

 

 

30. On WDR ending its radio broadcasts in Turkish language 
Tabled by TGS (Turkey) and BASIN-SEN (Cyprus) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Notes that WDR, the public broadcaster of Germany’s North Rhine-Westphalia state, has 
announced that it will end radio broadcasts of Cosmo Turkish — considered the latest 
chapter in the tradition of Cologne Radio, through which immigrants of Turkish origin have 
been receiving news and information in their native language and maintaining cultural ties 
for over half a century — on April 1, 2027. The decision encompasses not only the 



 
discontinuation of Turkish-language broadcasts but also those in Kurdish, Italian, Serbian, 
Bosnian, and Croatian. 

According to the new restructuring approved by the WDR Broadcasting Board on June 3, 
COSMO will not continue in its current form; instead, it will be transformed into a new, 
youth- and hip-hop-focused format under Channel 1 called “1LIVE Street.” WDR announced 
that Turkish-language content will continue in digital and podcast formats.  

Although WDR defends the decision on the grounds of reaching younger audiences, digital 
transformation, and reorganizing its programming portfolio, the decision amounts to the 
dismantling of multilingual public broadcasting. 

WDR’s Turkish broadcasts had been the heir to a tradition of mother-tongue broadcasting 
for decades under the name “Köln Radio,” serving as one of the most important sources of 
Turkish-language news for Turkish-origin workers in Germany and their families in both 
Germany and Turkey. Starting in 2022, WDR dropped the name “Köln Radio” and continued 
its Turkish broadcasts under the name “Cosmo Türkçe.” Under the new decision, this legacy 
will be completely removed from the radio medium and confined to the digital sphere. 

It is not only Turkish-language broadcasts that will be affected by this decision. Kurdish, 
Italian, Serbian, Bosnian, and Croatian broadcasts will also be impacted. Kamal Sido of the 
“Community of Peoples Under Threat of Extinction” states that the discontinuation of 
Kurdish broadcasts is a “grave sign” for the Kurdish community in Germany. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting instructs the Steering Committee to call on WDR to reverse this 
decision and remind them that multilingual public broadcasting is essential for 
safeguarding the public sphere, particularly in countries with significant immigrant 
populations. 

 

31. On Defending the Independence and Sustainable Funding of Czech Public 
Service Media 
Tabled by the Syndicate of Journalists of the Czech Republic (SNCR, Czechia) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

expresses its deep concern over the Czech government's proposal to fundamentally change 
the funding model of the Czech Television and Czech Radio by abolishing licence fees, 
transferring funding to the state budget, and freezing funding at a level that fails to reflect 
inflation, technological development, or the expansion of public service obligations over the 
past twenty years, effectively reducing the revenues of both public service media 
organisations to their 2008 level. 

Independent and adequately funded public service media are essential pillars of democracy, 
media pluralism, and citizens’ right to reliable information. The European Media Freedom 
Act (EMFA) explicitly requires Member States to ensure adequate, sustainable, and 
predictable funding for public service media while protecting them from political 
interference. Any funding system that increases dependence on annual political decisions 



 
creates significant risks to editorial independence and undermines public trust in 
democratic institutions. 

It is particularly alarming that the proposed reforms have been presented without 
meaningful consultation with the management of the public service media organisations, 
their employees, trade unions, or media experts. Such an approach weakens democratic 
governance and raises serious concerns about the future independence of public service 
media in the Czech Republic. By doing so, the government compounds previous mistakes 
made in connection with the purportedly necessary transformation of public service media 
and gives rise to legitimate concerns that the real purpose of these measures is to facilitate 
a hostile takeover of public service media and to weaken the Czech media landscape as a 
whole. 

Attacks by the government of Prime Minister Andrej Babiš on Czech media must be taken 
seriously. In 2013, this oligarch acquired two major newspapers: Mladá fronta DNES and 
Lidové noviny, the oldest daily newspaper in the Czech Republic. Andrej Babiš has also 
initiated SLAPP lawsuits against journalists and continues to concentrate political, 
economic, and media power. His conflict of interest remains unresolved. 

The proposed reduction in revenues by approximately CZK 1.5 billion threatens the ability of 
Czech Television and Czech Radio to fulfil their public service mission. It would lead to cuts 
in programme offerings, the discontinuation of services required by law, and significant 
staff reductions, thereby limiting citizens’ access to independent and diverse sources of 
information. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting expresses its solidarity with the journalists and employees of 
Czech Television and Czech Radio who, through warning strikes and other legitimate forms 
of protest, are defending editorial independence, professional standards, and the public 
interest. Their actions are not directed against citizens; rather, they seek to preserve 
democratic values and the public’s right to independent information. 

Developments in several European countries have shown that the financial weakening of 
public service media is often the first step towards political control of the media landscape. 
Experiences from Central Europe indicate that attacks on public service media frequently 
precede broader attacks on media pluralism and independent journalism as a whole. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting therefore: 

-​ expresses its full solidarity with the journalists, employees, and contributors of 
Czech Television and Czech Radio who are defending independent public service 
media; 

-​ calls on the Czech government to immediately reconsider the proposed reform and 
ensure full compliance with the European Media Freedom Act (EMFA), particularly 
with regard to adequate, stable, sustainable, and predictable funding for public 
service media; 

-​ demands that the Czech government introduce legally binding safeguards 
protecting public service media from political interference in governance structures, 
editorial decision-making, and funding mechanisms; 

-​ calls on the European Commission to thoroughly assess whether the proposed 
reforms are compatible with the obligations arising from the European Media 
Freedom Act (EMFA) and other relevant European Union legislation; 



 
-​ mandates the EFJ Steering Committee to monitor developments in the Czech 

Republic, support Czech journalists, and engage with European institutions in the 
event of potential violations of European standards on media freedom and public 
service media independence; 

-​ warns that any attempt to weaken public service media through financial pressure 
or political interference constitutes a threat to democracy, media pluralism, and the 
rule of law in Europe; 

-​ reaffirms that sustainable and independent public service media are indispensable 
for safeguarding democratic debate, citizens’ rights, and access to reliable 
information throughout Europe. 

 

32. On the fines imposed by Kosovo’s media regulator against TV channels 
Tabled by the Association of Journalists of Kosovo (AGK, Kosovo) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

notes with concern the unprecedented pressure that has been carried out over the last two 
months against Kosovo’s main TV channels by the country’s media regulator, the 
Independent Media Commission (IMC). A total of more than 60,000 Euros in fines were 
imposed against several media outlets over six meetings of the IMC Board. They are mainly 
related to alleged breaches of the Ethical Code during the election campaigns of the 
February 2025, December 2025, and June 2026 general elections. 

We note that the fines were imposed following complaints by politicians from the ruling 
party regarding discussions of their work in current affairs TV debates by political pundits 
and members of other political parties. More alarmingly, one of the members of the IMC 
has called for the outright ban of one of the most-watched TV debate shows. 

We see this wave of fines as a direct threat to freedom of speech and media freedom in 
Kosovo, aimed at undermining public debate and the ability of the media to hold the 
Government accountable for its work. This is an attempt to intimidate journalists that can 
lead to self-censorship. 

The amounts to be paid will place an additional burden on the TV stations, which are 
already struggling financially. We also note with great concern that some of the targeted 
media are in non-majority languages, and at least one of them was threatened with having 
its license revoked. 

IMC decisions also represent a direct interference in editorial independence and will damage 
the media pluralism that Kosovo boasts. 

The AM also notes the findings of a report published by the Kosovo Law Institute (IKD), 
which raised concerns that some of the IMC decisions were adopted beyond the legal 
deadlines prescribed for decision-making, calling into question their legality. 

That is why the EFJ AM instructs the Steering Committee to take the following actions: 



 
●​ call on the ruling Vetevendosje political party to refrain from public smearing and 

derogatory campaigns against journalists and media actors in Kosovo; 
●​ write a letter to the Independent Media Commission requesting it to respect the 

IMC Law and not overreach its competences and responsibilities when deciding on 
complaints; 

●​ urge the Media Committee of the Kosovo Parliament to hold an emergency hearing 
with members of the Independent Media Commission to ensure that their decisions 
do not undermine media work and media freedom. 

 

 

33. On the expulsion of two French journalists from Israel and Ethiopia; calling 
on for a more protective framework for foreign correspondents 
Tabled by SNJ, SNJ-CGT, CFDT-Journalistes (France) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Reiterates that all journalists and media professionals must be able to report on current 
affairs for the media organisations with which they work, in every country in the world. As 
observers, journalists have a duty to document a situation, thereby informing the general 
public. Under no circumstances should they be subjected to harassment; 

Reiterates the essential role of foreign correspondents, who must be provided with the 
moral and material support necessary to fulfil their role in reporting the news; 

Condemns the expulsion of two French journalists: Augustine Passilly, a French 
correspondent in Ethiopia for the newspaper La Croix since September 2023, who was 
expelled from the country on 12 June; and Alice Froussard, who works for Radio France and 
RFI, amongst others, and was expelled from Israel by the security forces upon her arrival on 
10 June, whilst she was due to travel to the occupied West Bank; 

Expresses its support and solidarity with the two French colleagues. 

The EFJ Annual Meeting calls on the Steering Committee to do everything in its power to 
urge European governments to create a legal framework that offers greater security and 
protection for all journalists working as correspondents abroad. In most cases, these 
journalists are sent by media organisations without social security cover. Employers must 
also fulfil their obligations, which they do not always do. 

 

34. On the Revocation of the 1993 World Press Photo Award Granted to Bojan 
Stojanović 
Tabled by the Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia (NUNS, Serbia) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  



 
Expressing grave concern over the continued recognition of the 1993 World Press Photo 
Spot News award granted to Bojan Stojanović for a for a photograph that depicts the 
execution of Husein Kršo, a Muslim civilian prisoner during the Bosnian War; 

Recalling that the original caption of the awarded photograph falsely presented Husein 
Kršo as a suspected Muslim sniper who had fired on a Serbian refugee convoy, while World 
Press Photo later amended the caption after evidence showed that he was a Muslim 
civilian; 

Noting the investigative report Killing for the Photo by award-winning journalist Barbara 
Matejčić, which presents credible evidence raising serious ethical concerns about the 
circumstances in which the photograph was taken, including indications that the 
photographer had prior knowledge of the execution; 

Further noting that testimony before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia, including that of Goran Jelisić, indicates that police officials arranged for 
photographers to capture the killings of Muslim prisoners Husein Kršo and Hajrudin 
Muzurović for propaganda purposes; 

Recalling that on 28 April 2026, the Independent Journalists’ Association of Serbia and the 
BH Journalists Association formally requested World Press Photo to revoke the award, and 
that on 3 June 2026 World Press Photo refused to do so, stating that no verifiable evidence 
had emerged to justify revocation; 

Underlining that this case raises fundamental questions about ethical accountability in 
photojournalism, the dignity of victims of war crimes, and the responsibility of leading 
international photojournalism institutions to act when serious evidence challenges 
previously awarded work; 

Emphasising that ethical standards require a clear distinction between documenting war 
crimes and participating in, enabling, or benefiting from propaganda surrounding such 
crimes; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting therefore: 

1.​ Calls on World Press Photo to revoke the 1993 Spot News award granted to Bojan 
Stojanović; 

2.​ Calls on World Press Photo to provide formal acknowledgment to the family of 
Husein Kršo regarding the misrepresentation of the victim and the harm caused by 
the continued recognition of the photograph; 

3.​ Urges World Press Photo to publish appropriate context alongside the photograph 
in its archives and future communications; 

4.​ Expresses full support for the public petition launched by journalists’ organisations 
from the region, with the support of the SafeJournalists Network and the European 
Federation of Journalists; 

5.​ Calls on the Steering Committee and the international journalistic community to 
support this request and reaffirm that ethical photojournalism must uphold truth, 
transparency, independence, and the dignity of victims. 

 

 



 
35. On Escalating Threats, Criminal Violence, Media Capture and the Need for 
Consistent European Standards in Serbia 
Tabled by the Independent Journalists' Association of Serbia (NUNS) and Branch 
Trade Union of Culture, Arts and Media “Nezavisnost” (Serbia) 
 

The Annual Meeting of the European Federation of Journalists, meeting in Ankara, Turkey, 
on 18-19th June 2026,  

Expressing grave concern that, since 2024, the EFJ, in cooperation with the SafeJournalists 
Network, has verified and documented 389 press freedom violations affecting 643 media 
professionals in Serbia on the Mapping Media Freedom platform; 

Underlining that these violations include physical assaults, death threats, violent 
intimidation, illegal digital surveillance, smear campaigns and cases in which police failed to 
protect journalists or directly endangered them while reporting; 

Deeply alarmed by the documented pattern of organised intimidation and violence against 
journalists on assignment, including cases in which journalists and media crews have been 
attacked, threatened or obstructed by individuals with prior criminal convictions, including 
persons convicted of serious crimes. These incidents, recorded in different locations and 
against different media outlets, show that journalists in Serbia are increasingly exposed not 
only to political pressure and smear campaigns, but also to direct intimidation by criminal 
actors operating in an environment of impunity and insufficient institutional protection; 

Deploring the chronic failure of state institutions to prosecute crimes against journalists 
and the growing passivity or involvement of police and other authorities, which has 
entrenched a climate of fear, self-censorship and impunity; 

Alarmed by the intensification of labour, legal and economic pressures, including dismissals 
and disciplinary measures against journalists who refused politically motivated editorial 
interference, the closure or weakening of independent and regional media outlets, 
existential financial pressure on independent media, SLAPP lawsuits and spyware attacks. 

Further noting with serious concern that the announced sale of the Adria News Network, 
including several key independent and professional media outlets in Serbia and the region, 
comes in a context of continued media capture in Serbia, where political influence, opaque 
ownership structures and economic pressure are increasingly used to weaken editorial 
independence and pluralism; 

Recalling that previous international investigative reporting on Alpac Capital’s acquisition of 
Euronews raised serious questions about capital transparency and possible political 
influence, reinforcing concerns that similar ownership changes could further undermine 
independent journalism and strengthen politically controlled media ecosystems in Serbia; 

Emphasising that any change of media ownership must be transparent and must include 
binding guarantees that editorial independence, labour rights, trade union freedoms and 
the public interest will be fully protected; 

Recalling Serbia’s continuing decline in major press freedom indicators and the findings of 
the European Commission on further backsliding in media freedom, persistent political and 



 
economic pressure on independent media, lack of progress on journalists’ safety and 
concerns regarding regulatory independence; 

Stressing that the European Union must apply the same standards and principles in all 
media-related processes concerning Serbia as those applied within the European Union 
itself, including transparency of ownership, protection of editorial independence, media 
pluralism, labour rights, and effective safeguards against political and economic pressure; 

Further stressing the need to clearly distinguish between professional journalism in the 
public interest and propaganda, disinformation or politically controlled media operations 
that undermine democratic debate and citizens’ right to reliable information; 

The EFJ Annual Meeting therefore: 

1.​ Strongly condemns the escalating attacks, threats, smear campaigns, criminal 
violence and institutional failures targeting journalists and media workers in Serbia; 

2.​ Calls on Serbian authorities, particularly the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 
Ministry of the Interior, to investigate all attacks and threats promptly, 
independently and effectively, to ensure that police protect journalists on 
assignment, and to publish regular information on case processing; 

3.​ Calls on the Government of Serbia to end smear campaigns and verbal attacks by 
public officials, publicly condemn hate speech and threats against journalists, and 
ensure that state-owned companies, public institutions and regulatory bodies are 
not used as tools of political or economic pressure on independent media; 

4.​ Urges the European Union to apply accession conditionality consistently and to 
require concrete, verifiable progress on media freedom, journalists’ safety, media 
pluralism, labour rights, ownership transparency and the independence of 
regulators as a prerequisite for Serbia’s European integration; 

5.​ Calls on the European Union and international partners to strengthen direct, 
transparent and sustainable support for independent media, journalists and 
journalists’ organisations in Serbia that work in the public interest, defend 
professional standards and provide monitoring, legal, labour and safety support to 
journalists; 

6.​ Calls on the Council of Europe, the OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media 
and relevant UN bodies to intensify monitoring, public reporting and diplomatic 
pressure regarding the deterioration of media freedom in Serbia; 

7.​ Instructs the Steering Committee to express full solidarity with professional and 
independent journalists, media workers, media outlets and their organisations in 
Serbia. 

 
 
Statement 
 

36. The EFJ stands with journalists facing a wave of redundancies in the French 
media 
Tabled by SNJ, SNJ-CGT, CFDT-Journalistes (France) 

 



 
2026 is shaping up to be a bleak year in terms of job losses among French journalists. 
Nearly 640 journalists have already lost their jobs since the start of the year, and a further 
wave of redundancies is expected. In total, there will be over a thousand fewer journalists 
by the end of this year. All media sectors are affected: regional and departmental print 
media, magazines, not to mention the budgetary pressures weighing on public service 
broadcasting. 
 
Faced with this unprecedented social upheaval in France’s news sector, the trade unions 
SNJ, SNJ-CGT, CFDT-Journalistes, SGJ-FO, Filpac CGT, SNPEP-FO and Info’Com-CGT are 
calling on media workers this Thursday, 18 June, to join the march and take action against 
the threats to journalism, to reject redundancy plans and to defend high-quality journalism. 
 
The trade unions representing journalists and media professionals are calling for action to 
demand: 

●​ An end to job-cutting plans; the staffing levels necessary for quality journalism; and 
the conversion of precarious contracts to permanent ones; 

●​ That artificial intelligence be strictly regulated and not used as a pretext for 
eliminating professions and jobs; 

●​ Remuneration commensurate with our qualifications; an end to the continuous 
reduction in freelance budgets; and strict compliance with the Cressard Act; 

●​ Respect for our professional status, enabling us to resist pressure from whatever 
quarter it comes, which means refusing to allow news media to be turned into 
outlets for propaganda or disinformation; 

●​ The necessary resources to ensure that public service broadcasting can fulfil its 
remit properly; 

●​ A genuine fight against the digital giants who plunder our news content whilst 
reaping the financial rewards; 

●​ Strengthening the regulatory framework for the media sector: limiting media 
concentration and including trade unions in the CPPAP; 

●​ Safeguarding printing works; 
●​ A national plan to combat information deserts; 
●​ A genuine strengthening of neighbouring rights, increased collection of such rights, 

and the extension of their distribution; 
●​ A right to free and independent information, guaranteed by society; 
●​ A thorough review of the 1986 law against media concentration and its alignment 

with European law on the protection of sources, the independence of public service 
broadcasting, etc. 
 

Meeting on 18 and 19 June 2026 in Ankara (Turkey), the Annual Meeting of the European 
Federation of Journalists (EFJ) expresses its support for journalists’ trade unions and the 
press sector, which, through their mobilisation, campaigns and street protests, defend 
high-quality, comprehensive, free, independent and pluralistic news coverage. Any 
democracy worthy of the name must protect journalists and the media. 


